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2011 
 

NEXT MEETINGS 
American Legion, January 16, 2010 ~ 2:00  

To Be Announced, February 20, 2010 ~ 2:00  

IN THIS ISSUE 

 Program: The Hows and Whys of Watering! 
 2011 Orchid Growing Resolutions 
 

PROGRAM NOTES & MISCELLANEOUS 
Please note the NEW temporary meeting location. There is 
a map included in this newsletter for this location and a 
separate sheet that shows the location of the other 
proposed meeting sites.  

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
SHOW MEETING!!!! Starts at 1:30 pm before the regular 
meeting. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

If you are interested in submitting any articles for the 
STOS newsletter, please: 
o  Keep the article to no more than 500 words 
o  Submit in MS Word .doc format or paste into the body 
of an email 
o  Submit by the 25th day of the month 
Articles may be edited. 

Photographs are always welcome and will be used as space 
allows. 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter from 
members are welcomed. Contributions must be submitted by the 
25th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 
newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 
southerntierorchidsociety at gmail dot com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a very happy holiday season! 

We will be having our first show committee meeting this month, at 1:30 pm just ahead of our regular 
meeting on January 16. Our show is only four months away and there is a great deal of planning required 
to make sure we have as successful a show as in previous years. We welcome any interested member to 
join us on the show committee. There are many things to get done. 

Pete O'Connell has graciously offered to do a program for us this month on watering of orchids. It is very 
important that orchids be watered with the correct type of water and with the appropriate frequency for 
the type of orchid you are growing. I know I look forward to some instruction in this area. 

Please note that we no long are meeting at the Vestal Library. This month, we will be meeting at the 
American Legion off Vestal Parkway. At this month's meeting, we will be getting reports from other 
members who have checked out different locations and our membership will vote on where they would like 
to meet. We want a good facility that is easy for our membership to get to. 

Remember, if you haven't paid your dues yet for 2011, they are now due. 

See you on the 16th! 

Anne Tinker, President 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes 

The December 19, 2010 meeting was called to order at 2:50 p.m. by Pete O’Connell, Treasurer, with 
members enjoying the array of holiday food brought by all the members attending. 

Pete gave the Treasurer’s Report and our financial picture continues to be good. 

The Vestal Library, our meeting place for almost 22 years, will no longer be open on Sundays. Needing an 
alternative location, several places were mentioned as potential meeting sites; the Vestal American Legion, 
McKinley Avenue United Methodist Church in Endicott, Calvary Methodist Church on the Parkway and 
First Congregational Church in Binghamton. Pertinent information will be gathered so the membership can 
make an informed decision in choosing a new meeting place. (Editor’s note: at the President’s request I’m 
including maps for the listed sites so that members can choose locations with easy access.) 

The American Legion location was chosen for the location of our January meeting until a vote can be taken 
on a more permanent site. Bob Rudin will check with the Vestal Library about a refund on our 2011 rent 
money. 

Pete O’Connell requested that Paula Matienzo, the nominating committee chair, give a report on the board 
nominations and suspension of by-laws. A vote for by-law suspension was made and seconded and motion 
passed. (Ed. note: I do not have the names for the motions of either vote.) A motion was made for the 
board election and those nominated were elected: President - Anne Tinker, Vice President - John 
Zygmunt, Secretary - Carol Browne, Treasurer - Peter O'Connell, at-large member’s terms expire in the 
months shown; December 2012 - Pat Lapierre, December 2013 - Paula Matienzo. (Ed. note: Luis Matienzo 
was elected as AOS representative.) 

The plant give-away came next with STOS’s own Santa, Pete O’Connell having donated the plants. 
Members helped with clean-up and a gentle reminder to pay dues for the coming year was issued. 

Seasons Greetings!  
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Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Browne, Secretary 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

Will be presented next month. 

Pete O’Connell, Treasurer 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

2011 Orchid Growing Resolutions 

Each year at this time I make personal resolutions and publish them here to start the New Year. These 
resolutions are intended to give you some ideas on how you can also use this time of year to make your 
growing better for the next year. Take some time to think about what you would like to do to enjoy your 
orchid hobby more and to grow your plants better so that they will reward you with flowers.  

Rainwater gathering and usage 
Several years ago I started using rainwater exclusively for my orchids and it has made a big difference in 
how they grow. I need to continue to refine my gathering and usage of rainwater which was not able to 
keep up during this summer's drought. 

Semi-hydroponic grow ing 
I need to find a source of larger size containers for my large plants and move them to S/H. I highly 
recommend this growing method for those of you who live in hot areas since it allows constant moisture 
and some cooling from evaporation under hot conditions. 

Cooler in Summer 
I will continue to work at making conditions during the hot summer months better for my plants. A 
combination of misting and S/H has made the situation better than it has ever been, but a bit cooler 
would be better. 

Consistency 
As with everything in life, consistency is one of the most important factors in any endeavor. Consistent 
watering, fertilizing, temperature regulation, and insect prevention all are factors that are under my 
control to work on. 

Grow the orchids I have better 
This year I reduced the number of new orchids and concentrated on growing those that I already have 
better. It has made a big difference as I have had more blooms than every before. The change to S/H 
had a big impact with my smaller plants, but the larger ones have also been happier with a bit less 
fertilizer and a bit more water. Reducing the temperature during the summer also seems to have 
produced big dividends. 

Resolutions not kept 
I looking back over previous resolutions, I realize that there are several which I have not kept up with. I 
need to take the time to enjoy rather than work with my plants. I will set aside time to just putz in the 
greenhouse which I really enjoy, but do not do much of. Most of the time I'm working through problems, 
repotting or cleaning up plants. This year will be the one when I return to enjoying my hobby rather than 
making myself work at it! 

"Reprinted with permission from Susan Taylor, Orchids Editor at BellaOnline.com” 
(http://www.bellaonline.com/site/Orchids). 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Potting Mix (or Miscellany) 

At the end of this newsletter there is a sheet with four maps. 

The first map in the upper left corner is the location for the January meeting. The other maps are the 
rest of proposed sites. 

Don’t forget – we need you!!!! Please remember (if you haven’t already!) to send in your dues to either Pete 
or Anne. If you haven’t paid your dues for 2011 then your membership has expired and we don’t want to 
lose you!!!! 

A membership form was included with the December newsletter and there is also one on our website. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
Upcoming Meetings 

January 16 ~ Pete O’Connell-The Hows and Whys 
of Watering 
February 20 ~ Alfonso Doucette ~ Draculas 
March 20 ~ Mary Carol Frier – Orchid Culture 
April 17 ~ Pre-show meeting 
May 15 ~ Cancelled for show 

July ??? 
August 28 ~ Annual Picnic 
September 18 ~ Annual Auction 
October 16 ~ To Be Announced 
November 20 ~ Glen Decker from Piping Rock Orchids 
December 18 ~ Annual Holiday Party 

Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Refreshment Volunteers 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be shared 
among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming meetings, so be sure to 
sign up if you haven’t already. Just let Anne Tinkers know if you can help. Her contact info is on the front 
page. 

Current refreshments list includes: 

January 16 ~ We Need Your Help! 
February 20 ~ We Need Your Help! 
March 20 ~ We Need Your Help! 
April 17 ~ We Need Your Help! 
May 15 ~ Cancelled due to show 

August 28 ~ Annual Picnic – Everyone! 
September 18 ~ We Need Your Help! 
October 16 ~ We Need Your Help! 
November 20 ~ We Need Your Help! 
December 18 ~ Everyone!!!! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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American Legion 
118 S Jensen Rd, Vestal, N 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church of Endicott 
53 McKinley Ave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
3505 Vestal Pkwy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church 
30 Main Street 

 
 

 


