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Membership Dues 
We NEED you!!! 

We’re in the process of sending out renewals to the STOS 
membership. If you receive your newsletters via email then 
you have already received your reminder. If you receive your 
newsletters in the mail, please check your mailing label. If it 
has yellow highlighter on it, then this will be your last 
newsletter until your dues are brought up-to-date. 

We hope you’ll send in your dues and continue joining us in our 
meetings this year. We have an exciting list of programs lined 
up that will be featured in upcoming newsletters!  Your dues 
are important and help pay for the printing and mailing of our 
newsletter, meeting room rentals and speaker’s fees! 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter 
from members are welcomed. Contributions must be 
submitted by the 25th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 
newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 
southerntierorchidsociety at gmail dot com 

  Southern Tier Orchid Society
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

Happy New Year everyone! I hope everyone had a very safe and happy holiday season! 

Last month we enjoyed a very nice holiday party. I thank everyone who helped out with set up, clean up, 
brought food and brought plants to make this very festive occasion. Thanks to Pete O'Connell, we had 
some fantastic raffle plants for everyone who came. A big thank you to Bob Rudin who planned the party 
for us! We were very sorry that Bob couldn't join us but hope he is doing well. 

Our January meeting will be a busy one and we hope the weather is good so people can attend. We will be 
holding our election of officers, passing our budget for  2010, and we will be holding our first show 
committee meeting at 1:00 p.m, ahead of our regular meeting. A big thank you goes to our retiring board 
members, Sandra Marsh and Pat Bonamo, Sandy was a newcomer to the board, and Pat has served the 
STOS in a number of capacities over the years including as show chair. 

Our program for this month will be on Orchid Pests and Diseases, being presented by Pete O'Connell. This 
should be very helpful for all of us who at one time or another had pest/disease problems with our plants. 

See you at the meeting! 

Anne Tinker, President 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes 

There are no minutes for the December get-together. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

The current reporting period (November 1 to December 1) started with a balance of $9,435.94. Expenses 
for refreshments, summer picnic, printing/postage and speaker’s fee totaled $392.89. Income from the 
raffle and dues totaled $171.00, bringing the monthly total to $9.214.05. The CD is at $2,227.12. Last 
year we had a total balance of $7,875.66 plus a CD of 2,188.12. The budget and additional donations to 
AOS and NEJC have to be acted on at the January meeting. 

Pete O’Connell, Treasurer 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Winter Orchid Growing Tips 
Adjust your watering and fertilizing schedule 
The most important thing to do in the winter is to adjust your watering schedule. During cooler weather 
with less light your plants will need much less water. Many growers go from a two or three times per week 
schedule to once a week in the winter. It is especially important to watch your largest pots since they are 
the slowest to dry out after watering, especially when it is cool. 

Isolate those plants that need a rest 
Winter is a good time to group plants together that need similar winter conditions. D. biggibum and R. 
digbyana both need high light and very little water during the winter months. Keep these and similar 
plants together so that you will know that they need only once a month watering. Cygnoches and many 
terrestrials need no water at all until the new growth starts in the spring. These can also be grouped 
where you know you will not water them. A good idea is to flag these plants with a special color tape (the 
new colored electrical tapes will last a season) that way you can identify them easily. 
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Do maintenance on your fans and heaters 
Before the cold season starts, clean your fans and do regular maintenance on your heating systems in the 
greenhouse. Cool weather requires better air circulation to inhibit molds and mildews. Circulating air also 
keeps cool and hot air mixed around your plants, eliminating both cold and hot spots. And your heating 
system is what will keep your plants alive during cold winter weather. 

Keep a supply of water in the greenhouse 
You will need to keep a supply of water in the greenhouse throughout the fall and winter so that you do 
not shock your plants with cold water. Some people keep water in ponds or holding areas, some have a 
heater that will bring hose water up to temperature. You don't want to use water that is more than 10 
degrees cooler than the ambient temperature and if it's 40 degrees Fahrenheit in the greenhouse, you 
definitely don't want to use water anywhere near freezing. I keep jugs of water and a sprayer filled with 
water in the greenhouse to use during winter months. 

When bringing in plants, clean them up 
Plants that have spent the summer and fall outdoors will harbor pests that you really don't want in your 
greenhouse. Take the time to clean off any old sheaths, soak the whole pot in a soapy solution (one 
tablespoon per gallon) and spray the plant with a systemic insecticide. This effort should take care of any 
pests in the pot and keep from introducing anything that you would prefer not to have in the greenhouse 
or house. 

Light requirements change during cool months 
Changing seasons mean changing light as the sun moves. Windows that were perfect during the summer 
may now not provide enough light. Check your light exposure with a light meter to make sure that you're 
providing enough to have your orchids bloom. Remember that most orchids are tropical in nature and that 
their parents were naturally atuned to 12-hour days around the year. Many people supplement light during 
the winter months with florescent light. 

"Reprinted with permission from Susan Taylor, Orchids Editor at BellaOnline.com” 
(http://www.bellaonline.com/site/Orchids). 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

STOS Nominating Committee Board Slate 

The Nominating Committee is recommending the follow slate: President - Anne Tinker; Vice President - 
Dee Janis; Treasurer - Pete O'Connell (a waiver of the by-laws will be needed for this); and Secretary - 
Joe Sniezek. Due to the resignation of one of our board members, we have two positions to be filled. We 
are recommending Bob Howe for the remainder of the term that expires 12/2011, and John Zygmunt for 
the term that expires 12/2012. We thank these individuals for stepping forward and helping make the 
STOS the great organization that it is.  

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Next Meeting 

January 17 ~ Pete O’Connell, Orchid Pests & Diseases 
 

Please remember that th is is tentative and subject to last minute  change. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Refreshment Volunteers 

We NEED volunteers for a number of meetings! More than one person may sign up for an individual 
meeting so that the cost and work can be shared among members. Please note that volunteers are still 
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needed for several upcoming meetings, so be sure to sign up if you haven’t already. Just let Dee Janis 
know if you can help. Her contact info is on the front page. 

Current refreshments list includes: 

January 17 ~  
February 21 ~  
March 21 ~  
April 18 ~  
May 16 ~  
June ~ No meeting – Summer hiatus 

July ~ No meeting – Summer hiatus 
August ~ Annual Picnic – Wat ch f or  t he dat e! 
September 19 ~  
October 17 ~  
November 21 ~  
December 19 ~ Holiday party – Everybody! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

STOS Library 

We had intended to have our annual listing for our library in the January newsletter but unfortunately it is not 
available at this time.  

We will have it for the February newsletter along with the instructions for taking out a book. 

Please check back then! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 


