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 Warmth Tolerant Pleurothalids Meeting 
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 Orchid Viruses 

Holiday Get-together! 
 

Please watch this space for information on our annual 
get-together in December! We always have a great time 
– at least if we don’t get snowed out and then we have 
it after the new year! 
 

Memberships 
Don’t forget your membership renewals – it’s that time 
of year. If you’re wondering if you’ve already paid 
contact Dee. 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter 
from members are welcomed. Contributions must be 
submitted by the 25th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 
newsletter, please contact the editor at: 
southerntierorchidsociety at gmail dot com 

  Southern Tier Orchid Society
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

This month, we are very fortunate to have Cordelia Head, from J & L Orchids with us to give a program on 
"Warmth Tolerant Pleurothalids". Cordelia is an accredited AOS judge and also a partner in J & L 
Orchids, a business specializing in miniatures and masdevallias. Cordelia has traveled extensively and has 
collected orchids in many parts of the world. 

Cordelia will be bringing a selection of orchids to sell at our meeting. She offers a 10% discount for 
orders she receives ahead of our meeting and she will deliver them to you at our meeting. If you are 
interested in ordering ahead and taking advantage of the discount, you can contact Cordelia at (203) 261-
3772. The online catalog of plants that are available can be viewed at the J & L Orchids site, where you 
can order on line. 

We welcome everyone to join us, meet Cordelia, enjoy a terrific program and add some more plants to 
your collection. 

If anyone can come a little early, we could use some help with set up. 

We hope to see everyone on the 15th! 

Anne Tinker, President 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes 

Editor has not received the October minutes. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

The September reporting period started with a balance of $7,443.78. A correction of -$0.60 in the Show 
category, CNYOS expenses of $28.00, auction expenses of $895.75; and income of $15.00 from 
memberships and auction income of $3,016,00 leaves us with a balance of $9,550.43 and we also have our 
CD of $2227.12. This is $145.00 above what was budgeted in net proceeds for the auction. Thanks to 
everyone for the great effort! 

Pete O’Connell, Treasurer 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

American Orchid Society Info 

Monthly Checklist for November and December 

Cattleya 

Growers of just about every level of expertise will have begun to notice autumn conditions by now. Days 
are becoming shorter, hence cooler; the sunlight has less intensity as a result of the sun's lowering angle, 
nights are longer and generally cooler. Plants are responding by slowing and ripening their growth in 
preparation for winter. 

The first cultural change noticed should be a reduced frequency of watering, as the plants dry out more 
slowly. This is a function of both the reduced day length and lower temperatures, as well as the plants' 
slowing growth rate. Reduced water needs signal a reduced need for fertilization. Note that the key word 
is reduced, not eliminated. Feed less frequently and at lower dosage, but feed. Growths, made during 
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summer's heat, and relatively soft and green, will be ripening -- hardening -- in preparation for a brief 
period of rest (in many cases). 

Many of these ripening growths will have a sheath, presaging the coming winter or spring flowering season. 
In some cases, these sheaths will have been evident since as early as July. (Early sheath development 
does not mean early flowering on plants with winter-spring seasons.) You may notice that some of these 
sheaths are showing signs of yellowing. This is not abnormal. Autumn's more pronounced temperature 
fluctuation can lead to water condensation inside the sheath, hastening the normal process of senescence, 
so yellowing sheaths can be left on the plant only so long before they must be carefully removed to 
preserve the bud primordia within. Water condensation left unchecked can rot the bud primordia. The 
sheaths can be safely removed by slitting open and peeling down toward the pseudobulb. 

Cool-Growing Orchids 

One can almost hear a sigh of relief from all of the cool-growers, from masdevallias to odontoglossums. 
As day temperatures decline, one can see a noticeable improvement in these plants. Shorter days and 
lower light levels do not seem to bother them. Repot before winter arrives. 

Cymbidium 

Finally we begin in earnest the main cymbidium season. Cymbidium ensifolium can give some early and 
fragrant hybrids, but it is now that the bulk of the crop will be flowering. The season lasts for about 
seven months, adding color to any collection. Miniature varieties will peak for the next three to four 
months. There are three important things to do: stake inflorescences ramrod straight for best 
presentation, watch for slugs and snails (especially just after a rain), and fertilize with a mild balanced 
formula regularly. 

Oncidium crispum Complex 

This is the season for plants in Oncidium section crispum from Brazil to shine. Extremely vigorous hybrids 
come in wide varieties of markings dominated with chestnut and brown and butter yellow. Give plants high 
light to produce strong upright inflorescences. The pseudobulbs should be plump, so do not let the plants 
dry out while they are in bloom. Later, plants will enter a dormant period. 

Paphiopedilum 

The flowering season for the "toads" or "bulldog" paphs is just getting underway. These cannot be grown 
everywhere, but where cooler summer nights allow their growth, there is no longer-lasting or more exotic 
display than these. Paphiopedilums are, in general, not heavy feeders, and it is especially important with 
this type to reduce nitrogen levels now for best flowering and spike length. Be watchful for water 
accumulating in the growth around the sheath, or for the late-season warm spell, either of which can lead 
to the sheath's rotting. As the spikes emerge, do not change the orientation of the plant toward the 
light, as this can lead to a crooked or twisted spike. 

While paphiopedilums rarely like to dry out entirely, water needs are significantly reduced beginning now. 
Overwatering at this time of year can quickly lead to root rot or erwinia problems. Now is the time to 
practice good sanitary practices in your greenhouse or growing areas, as pest and disease problems have a 
way of multiplying rapidly in the darker and more crowded conditions that generally mark the winter 
growing area. With paphiopedilums, especially, "cleanliness is next to godliness" and if the growing area is 
littered with old foliage, weeds and dying flowers, keeping the plants alive and flowering will be next to 
impossible. 

Phalaenopsis 
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Shortening days and cooler nights are the signals for inflorescence initiation in phalaenopsis. In more 
northern climates, or on the west coast, growers have already begun to see the early inflorescences that 
may be ready for Christmas. In the eastern areas, nights in the greenhouse will now be in the low to mid 
60s, depending on the thermostat setting, so the first of our phalaenopsis will not begin to bloom until 
Valentine's Day at the earliest. 

A reduction in nitrogen levels will go a long way to giving the best possible spiking, as will a boost in 
potassium and phosphorus. In other words, a "bloom booster"-type fertilizer is definitely indicated in the 
next few months. Disease and pest problems are best dealt with now, especially as mealybugs hide in the 
bracts and flower buds. Once they have established themselves, they are difficult to eradicate, and 
flower damage or crippling results. Potential disease problems can be dealt with by the application of a 
copper-based compound to control/alleviate rot problems before they start. There is nothing more 
frustrating than to have shepherded your plants through a growing season, only to have them decline 
before your eyes. 

Vandaceous Genera 

Whereas the general decline in temperatures is beneficial to cool-growing orchids, it is not for 
vandaceous plants. The only cold-hardy member is Neofinetia falcata. Orient your plants in such a way as 
to take advantage of as much light as possible. This can be a problem in northern latitudes. Reduce 
watering and feeding schedules. 

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay .    (www.aos.org) 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

STOS 2009 Auction A Great Success 

Our annual auction was held on September 20th and was a great success.  There were 182 great plants in a 
wide variety of genera.  Especially popular were the Masdevallias from Lehue Orchids and the ever popular 
Paphiopedliums from Klehm. 

The event was a financial success as well generating a net of over $2100 for the Club’s work.  Thanks go 
to everyone who helped, from supplying or obtaining plants to keeping track of the bidding and collecting 
the money.  All flawless again this year.  It was fun and a lot of great plants were obtained by our club 
members and the visitors from the CNYOS. 

We all look forward to seeing these plants in bloom at our meetings and show.  In fact we have already 
seen some of them in flower at our October meeting. 

Pete O’Connell 
Chair – Auction Committee 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Orchid Viruses 

Orchid viruses are one of the most complicated topics that the average hobbyist will consider. Hopefully 
you will never encounter the problem, but if you trade plants and divisions with friends it is entirely 
possible that you will eventually see viruses. There are many viruses which attack orchids, but the most 
prevalent are Odontoglossum ringspot virus (ORSV) and Cymbidium mosaic virus (CyMV). For some 
excellent photographs of the effects of these viruses, visit Agdia. 

Symptoms of these two viruses vary somewhat by genus. Many plants will be asymptomatic (show no 
symptoms) but just never grow or flower well. Cattleya and Phalaenopsis will display a variegated look, or 
striping, in the color of the petals and sepals at time of flowering. Cattleya and Laelia will sometimes show 
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spotting either yellow or brownish or reddish on their leaves. Yellow spotting and striping of leaves of any 
variety of orchid are symptoms which are suspicious and should be heeded. If you have an orchid with any 
of these symptoms, quarantine the plant away from others since viruses are very easy to transmit from 
one plant to another. 

Viruses are the main reason that so much has been written about disinfecting tools and hands between 
plants. It is especially easy to transmit when the tool has been used for cutting a leaf or inflorescence of 
an infected plant and then used to cut another plant. Use a disposable razor blade for these chores to 
reduce the chances of passing on viruses. To disinfect tools use a 1:9 (one part bleach to nine parts water) 
bleach/water solution and dip your tools for at least one minute. Be sure to rinse tools to reduce the 
corrosive effects of the bleach on metal. 

Virus testing can be done by sending a leaf to various testing laboratories or by ordering testing strips 
from a lab to do the test yourself. Agdia testing strips are available in groups of five for the hobbyist. In 
Europe visit Pocket Diagnostic for a similar product. Many orchid societies are ordering these strips for 
their members so that each person can get only as many as they need. Testing is done by taking a small 
sample of the orchid leaf or root, reducing the sample to a semi-liquid form and dipping a test strip in the 
sample. Results are read on the test strip. They are quite reliable if used correctly, however they are 
relatively expensive. 

"Reprinted with permission from Susan Taylor, Orchids Editor at BellaOnline.com” 
(http://www.bellaonline.com/site/Orchids). 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Orchids In The News And On The Web 

The Philadelphia Enquirer     Good old orchids 
Turns out the dinosaurs may have sniffed these beauties, and they continue to intoxicate the whole world. 
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/magazine/20091030_Good_old_orchids.html 
 

The Sacremento Bee     The art of growing orchids 
Moth orchids have made themselves at home in our homes. Because they are naturally compatible with 
people, these orchids – phalaenopsis – may soon be America's favorite houseplants. 

But how do you keep them alive and blooming? 
http://www.sacbee.com/livinghere/story/2277370.html 

If the links above do not work, please contact the newsletter editor as the stories have been 
backed up. If you have any orchid stories or news, please forward the links to the editor. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Next Meetings 
November 15 ~ Cordelia Head / J & L Orchids December 20 ~ Holiday party 

Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Refreshment Volunteers 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be shared 
among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming meetings, so be sure to 
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sign up if you haven’t already. Just let Dee Janis know if you can help. Her contact info is on the front 
page. 

Current refreshments list includes: 

November 15 ~ Shanna Messing December 20 ~ Holiday party – Everybody! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

      

 


