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Newsletter Needs 

Do you have orchid information that you are willing to share 
with other members of the Southern Tier Orchid Society? 
We are looking for anyone who might care to write an article 
for our newsletter.  

We are also looking for people who have photographs of their 
or other orchids and who would be willing to share those also. 

Our newsletter will be better for your help! 

We are also looking for a volunteer to help get our newsletter 
mailed out – if you can help please give Dee Janis a call. 

Thanks for your help! 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter 
from members are welcomed. Contributions must be 
submitted by the 25th day of each month to the editor. 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 
newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 
info@storchidsociety.com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

Please join us at our meeting on March 15, for a slide program on Draculas and Masdevallia species and 
hybrids.  This is an Orchid Digest program, by Helmut Rohrl, a widely recognized orchid expert and 
AOS judge. 

Spring is just around the corner and so is our annual show.  We will be needing many hands throughout 
the show weekend of April 24 through April 26 so please let us know what parts of the show you would 
like to help out with.  We will have papers on our show table for you to sign up on.   

We will have a SHOW COMMITTEE MEETING ahead of our regular meeting this 
month at 1:05 p.m. in the back room of the library.  Anyone interested is 
welcome to join us and help out. 

No one is signed up for refreshments for this month, so if you can, please bring some kind of snack for 
our refreshment table. 

See you at the meeting! 

Anne Tinker, President 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes 

President, Anne Tinker called the meeting to order at 2:00pm. 

Motion was called to approve the January 18, 2009 minutes and it passed. 

Treasurer, Pete O’Connell gave his report. It was called to approve the report and it passed. Pete made 
the motion, seconded by Sandy Marsh, and passed to donate $100 to the AOS for educational 
purposes. Pete made the motion, seconded by Paula Matienzo, and passed to donate an additional 
amount of $200 to AOS Northeast Judging Center, on a one time only basis. 

The 2009 Show Committee held their meeting prior to this one. They are planning on holding the 
meetings at 1:05pm the 3rd Sunday for the next three months. They will meet in one of the back rooms 
at the Vestal Public Library except for the April meeting when it will take place in a corner of the 
large room. All are welcome. Dee Janis gave a report on the Show meeting. Along with orchid plant 
venders there will be a “consignment table” for members only. A 10% commission fee on all the sales 
from that table that will go to STOS. Members will be needed to help with this table. 

Bob Rudin reported that one of his friends is donating “New World Orchids” to the STOS Library in 
celebration of his 80th Birthday, which was October 31, 2008.  

A program idea for March is needed. If you have any ideas please contact Anne Tinker. 

Discussions were held about The International Orchid Show at Longwood Gardens, the Philadelphia 
Flower Show, and the Monday Afternoon Club. 

Anyone interested in helping with refreshments please let Dee Janis know. 

Anne Tinker thanked everyone for coming and for those who brought orchids to decorate the tables. 
She also adjourned the meeting for everyone to enjoy the rescheduled 2008 Holiday Party. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
LuAnn Myers, Secretary 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

We have no treasurer’s report this month. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Want to learn more about orchids? Clerk!! 
Please note that this article was not written for our show but it has much useful information in it and 
we have been given permission to reproduce it. The author is a renowned orchid grower, world traveler 
and nationally recognized speaker ~ Editor 

Ribbon Judging and the Joy of Clerking© 
Bill Thoms  2008 

I am an Accredited judge of many years and have judged at many shows. These are some thoughts of 
mine and I hope they will encourage you to participate and give you some tips to make it easier and 
more enjoyable. 

Ribbon Judging can be one of the best parts of seeing an Orchid Show. By viewing the show along with 
the judges, you get a much more critical look at the various plants and can see why one is considered 
better than another. It is, of course, subjective, and that is why it is called judging. 

It is easy to be on the team of judges, just ask the Chair of Judging at the show to be an 
observer. Better yet, the Society sponsoring the show can request to have members placed on 
the teams. Be sure to let the Chair know early on since this will speed up the process of 
selecting the teams. This is very helpful for members who wish to enter the judging program, 
because the more plants you see, the better judge you will become. It also helps when purchasing 
plants. 

Clerking can be a lot of fun, and informative too, even if you don’t know all the names or can’t decide 
which exhibit looks the best. The most fun of “Clerking” is to be right there when the judges are 
judging so you can find out why they do - what they do. 

The following are some tips to make clerking easier and faster. The main requirement is to learn 
something, and have fun too! 

TIPS FOR THE WHOLE TEAM 
Wear comfortable but appropriate attire. Tennis shoes are fine. However, please do not arrive in a t-
shirt, shorts and rubber sandals. 

Stay with your Judging team; don’t make them look for you. It should be all right to ask questions of 
the judges after they have judged the category. When in doubt, ask at the beginning of judging. It’s 
all right to talk a little among yourselves, just be quiet and remember to stay out of the way, not only 
of your own judging team but other teams as well. 

Memorize someone on your team so you can find them in the crowd if you get split up. (Especially 
helpful for Spotters and Ribbon clerks). 

Get a floor plan of the Show and, if possible, a walking tour, which is a list of the plants the team will 
be judging in a walking order from one end of the arena to the other. Don’t forget, have fun! 
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TIPS FOR THE CHIEF CLERK 
You are the one whose job it is to make sure everything runs smoothly and with the least amount of 
wandering around or backtracking. 

First get your team together, introduce yourself and the other clerks. 

You will usually get a folder with the class numbers, plants entered and any trophies assigned to the 
team. Check the schedule to see if trophies are awarded to any plant in the show, or if they must be 
entered. If you have a doubt, check with the Chair of Clerking. The idea is to look at the entries and 
plan how to walk through and see them all in the least time. If there is one entry in a class two or 
three down the line that is in a close exhibit, you could show this to the team leader and ask if it could 
be judged now. Quite often they will agree. Don’t go too far ahead in case plants need to be 
reclassified into those categories. (This happened to me on my first time as leader). 

For classes with two or more entries, plan to view the plants from one end of the arena to the other, if 
possible. Most judges have walked many, many shows and are very receptive to juggling classes to avoid 
backtracking. 

Start by saying clearly to all the judges on your team, “this is class number so and so; there are x 
number of entries and this is #1. When you are at the last plant in that group, you say, “this is the last 
entry in this class”. 

If there are any reclassifications or disqualifications made by the team, make sure they are noted on 
the right entry forms. 

It will usually be written in the schedule under the ‘Trophies’ section which classes are included in each 
trophy category. When it is time to award the trophies, go back in the sheets and identify the first 
place winners in the classes for each trophy. 

Make sure the judges sign the appropriate sheets (usually all sign the first page and sometimes one 
each for the rest). 

Assist the Ribbon Clerk, if necessary, to check that the right ribbons are on the right plants. (See 
below for help codes). Above all, remember to have fun (see above). 

Keep your team together until the judges are completely through. Sometimes, the team will be given 
other classes to judge, and will need the clerks. When all judging is completed, ask the Judging Team 
Captain if he or she is through and ask to be excused. If you have the lunch tickets, be sure to pass 
them out, because the free lunch is the only pay you get for a job well done! 

TIPS FOR THE RIBBON CLERK 
You are responsible for seeing that the right ribbons get on the right plants. You really want to stay 
with the judges, have fun and learn as much as possible by hearing what they have to say. You can do 
both! In order to make sure this happens, you only need to write three things on the back of each 
ribbon -- and they are the same three things!! 
 CLASS NUMBER    (for example,  CL 14a) 
 SPACE NUMBER    (i.e.,  SP 6) 
 ENTRY NUMBER    (i.e.,  #244) 

That’s all there is to it.  Even if you don’t think you can remember what goes where, at the end of 
judging, you can go to Space 6, look up Class 14a, which might be Cattleya Hybrids - Yellow, and find 
the plant with the tag that has 244 on it. Even someone who was not on the team could put the right 
tags on later, although by staying with the team, you SHOULD know some of them. There is no need to 
look at a pink phalaenopsis if the class is yellow cattleyas. Remember, at this point you should be having 
a whole lot of fun! 
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TIPS FOR THE SPOTTER 
The job of spotting the plants to judge should be given to someone knowledgeable in orchids. This may 
not in all instances work out that way, and if so, generally you can count on assistance from the judges 
on the team by stating the name of the plant as clearly as possible. Remember the class; there is no 
need to be looking at white Dendrobiums if the class is pink Phalaenopsis. When the right plant is 
located, point to it without stabbing any of the flowers, making sure ALL the judges on the team see it, 
and then step out of the way so the team (or any other team) can get in for a closer look. 

Your job is quite important. Many times there are two or more plants in one class to view in one 
exhibit, and you need to make sure each judge sees them all. Pretend you’re a guide and you get a tip 
for attention to detail. Check with the Head Clerk for the next plant and exhibit to locate, and 
remember --- HAVE FUN!!! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Orchids In The News And On The Web 

Darwin: The "Reluctant Revolutionary"  Orchids Through Darwin's Eyes' 
Orchids. These brilliant, flashy, sensual, and sometimes graphic flowers fascinated Charles Darwin. In 
his book, On The Various Contrivances By Which British and Foreign Orchids are Fertilised By Insects, 
he wrote:…..  "Orchids through Darwin's Eyes" will be at the Smithsonian Institution from January 24th 
until April 26th, 2009. 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=100980065 

Orchids by Hausermann painstakingly clones plants 
Growing orchids is not as easy as planting some seeds or clipping off a sprig and sticking it in a coffee 
can full of water. Orchids by Hausermann in Villa Park breeds and reproduces the tropical beauty in a 
facility that looks more like a mad geneticist's lab than a commercial greenhouse. 
www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-orchids-w-zone-26feb26,0,5321225.story 

Don't fall for that orchids-are-so-needy line 
A few years after he published "On the Origin of Species," Charles Darwin got hooked on orchids, a 
passion his biographer, Janet Browne, compares to "an unexpected love affair late in life." The 
naturalist transplanted wild-growing orchids and exchanged specimens with nurserymen and collectors. 
In 1862, he published "The Various Contrivances by Which Orchids Are Fertilized by Insects," 
explaining how all the Rube Goldberg devices orchids use ..… 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/03/03/DD2Q163537.DTL 

Brazil in the Bronx: Colorful Orchid Show Has Cast of Thousands  
It’s time for the New York Botanical Garden’s seventh annual orchid fest.  
Forget you’re in the Bronx. The air’s warm and humid in the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, so shed your 
winter coat and get transported to the Brazilian tropics. All that’s missing is a caipirinha. 
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601088&sid=a.01sj8Ibsj4&refer=muse 

If the links above do not work, please contact the newsletter editor as the stories have been 
backed up. If you have any orchid stories or news, please forward the links to the editor. 

 

 

 

 



 March 2009 6 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Windowsill Orchids Basics – Humidity 
Susan Butler 

Two of the most troublesome items for indoor growers are humidity and air circulation for your 
orchids. Most homes are the right temperature for our plants, but especially during the winter months, 
much too dry as a result of heaters. 

There are several options for growers and we’ll explore a couple of them. Humidity can be increased 
simply by growing a number of plants closely together. Using this principle, a windowsill garden will 
generate some humidity around the plants, but usually not enough for growing your orchids well. One of 
the most popular methods of increasing humidity is to place the plants in a tray with gravel and put 
water in the gravel which will evaporate. This is not the best way to do it. Most novice growers will kill 
their plants with too much water around the roots if they do this. Invest in a humidity tray instead. 
The trays will keep the roots of the plant from contact with water while providing evaporation to 
increase humidity as well as allow for watering in place. 

A daily misting during the morning hours is also a good way to increase humidity, although you do not 
want to mist while there is direct sunlight on the plants. Late afternoon is not a good time to mist 
since in most cases the plants will not have enough time to dry off before nightfall. If they stay too 
wet during the cooler evenings, there is a good chance that you will encourage mold and mildew on 
them. 

In conjunction with humidity, orchids need good air circulation. A fan moving the air within an enclosed 
area is the best idea so that you do not move all that nice humid air away from your plants. There are a 
number of options as far as fans go. One of the best ways is to use those tiny fans with clips. Several 
of them can be used to circulate air in a circle to preserve humidity while still keeping the threat of 
mold down to a minimum. You will need to keep these fans running all the time for best results, so have 
enough of them so that half will be running during the day and half at night. Another alternative is a 
fan that moves back and forth so that the air is not always blowing in the same direction, but changes 
as the fan moves. This will ensure that there are few dead spots where mold can take hold. 

Your plants will repay you with blooms and good growth when you provide them with the right 
conditions to grow well. 

"Reprinted with permission from Susan Taylor, Orchids Editor at BellaOnline.com” 
(http://www.bellaonline.com/site/Orchids). 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Next Meeting 
March 15 ~ Masdevallias & draculas 
April 19 ~ Pre-Show Meeting 
May 17 ~ To be announced 
June ~ No meeting – Summer hiatus 
July ~ No meeting – Summer hiatus 

August 16 ~ Annual Picnic 
September 20 ~ Orchid Auction 
October 18 ~ John Dunkelburger - Cymbidiums 
November 15 ~ Cordelia Head / J & L Orchids 
December 20 ~ Holiday party 

Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Refreshment Volunteers 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be shared 
among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming meetings, so be sure 
to sign up if you haven’t already. Just let Dee Janis know if you can help. Her contact info is on the 
front page. 

 

At this point we don’t have anyone signed up for refreshments and we need YOU!!!! Please consider 
helping us with this: 

March 15 ~  
April 19 ~  
May 17 ~  
September 20 ~  

October 18 ~  
November 15 ~  
December 20 ~ Everyone! 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 


