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Board of Directors 
 

President  
Luis Matienzo  
607-754-5702 
lmatienzo@stny.rr.com  
 

Vice President 
Anne Tinker  
607-797-1383 
atinker@cortlandhospital.org 
 

Treasurer 
Peter O’Connell  
607-423-1202 
pete_o’connell@pall.com  
 

Secretary 
Sharon Voorhees 
607-739-7898 
sassvoor@gmail.com 
 

AOS Representative 
Dave Clemens 
570-879-4244 
cclemens@starband.net  
 
Roxanne Shank – 12/08 
607-786-9409 
roxanne@gentlelake.com 
 
Patricia Bonamo – 12/09 
607-748-5314 
pbonamo@binghamton.edu 
 
Bob Rudin – 12/10 
607-748-6036 
rrudin@stny.rr.com 
 
 
*************** 
 
 
Newsletter  
Dee Janis 
607-217-5889 
deejanis@yahoo.com 
 
Show Chair 
  ? ? ? 
Who will be the next? 
 

Web Page 
http://www.storchidsociety.com/ 

September 2008 
 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
September 21, 2008 ~ 1:15 pm Vestal Library (note time) 

October 19, 2008 ~ 2:00 pm Vestal Library 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) has invited us to 
participate in their annual show. The dates are October 4 and 5, 
2008 at Beaver Lake Nature Center in Baldwinsville, NY with set-up 
on October 3. STOS is asking for volunteers to collect, set-up and 
take-down our exhibit since we plan to participate. This is an 
excellent opportunity for you to compete for ribbons and AOS 
awards. As a reminder, STOS will reimburse for gasoline expenses 
(with proper receipts) for those members that volunteer to do this 
work. Please let us know who is interested in participating. The 
CNYOS display has been a part of our show for many years and this 
reciprocity between our clubs is critical to make these shows a 
success. If you wish to participate please contact Luis Matienzo at 
607-754-5702. 
 
We also need volunteers for our refreshments for the October and 
November meetings. Please contact Dee at 217-5889 if you can help. 
 
 
 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 Annual Orchid Auction 
 CYNOS Orchid Show – Volunteers needed 
 Pests on Your Orchids? 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter 
from members are welcomed. Contributions must be 
submitted by the 25th day of each month to the editor.  
 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of 
this newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 
info@storchidsociety.com 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

President’s Message 
 

The month of September initiates another season for our organization and a few members have been 
working on activities that will make you want to attend the upcoming meetings. It has been 22 years 
since a very small group of us revived the activities of STOS in this area. I have seen our club grow 
and become a vibrant organization with the assistance of a few volunteer members. But through the 
years, we have seen some of them leave the area.  If you are new to our organization or you are part of 
our established crew, please help us make this upcoming season of activities a successful one by 
becoming involved in one of our committees. 
 
Our meeting for this month highlights our annual plant auction and as usual, the proceeds that we 
obtain go to support many other activities such as programs, STOS library acquisitions, annual show 
and donations, among others. For this reason, I ask each one of you to help us by purchasing some of 
the plants that we will have. This year, the auction committee will be obtaining plants from H&R 
nurseries in Hawaii; Hoosier Orchids in Cincinnati, Ohio; Klehm Growers from Hampshire, Illinois; and 
Black Meadow Orchids from Chester, New York. A good variety of species and hybrids will be available 
for your delight and bids. Our auction will be held in the meeting room of the Vestal Public Library and 
the bidding will start promptly at 1:15 PM and it will close at 4:45 PM. We hope that no plants are left 
by the end of the day. 
 
The Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) will hold its annual show on October 4 and 5, 2008. 
STOS is planning to reciprocate their participation in our show with a display and I am requesting some 
member’s assistance for set-up and take-down of our exhibit. As part of a new policy of STOS, 
gasoline expenses will be reimbursed with the submission of receipts to members. Please, consider 
helping us with these commitments. Since the date for this show is very close to our auction, I will hold 
a brief business meeting to make sure we have representation to the CNYOS show dates and we can 
establish a drop off point for plants to go to our display...  
 
This fall season has a select group of speakers and an exciting holiday party. In our next 
communication, you will find more details on our yearly program. 
 
See you at the auction. 
Luis Matienzo, President 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

Minutes 
 

As the Annual Picnic in August is not a business meeting, there are no minutes but a good time was had 
by all! 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

Next Meeting 
 

It’s that time of year again when you have the opportunity to add to your orchid collection in a very 
easy way and without traveling to far-away locations to purchase the outstanding plants that will be 
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available at the STOS Annual Auction. Plants have been obtained from four well-known nurseries and 
will be put up for bids starting at 1:15 pm and lasting until 4:45 pm. 
 
We need your help in bidding on plants so that we don’t have to decide who will be taking which plants 
home to care for them until they find a new home with one of our members! 
 
Please remember to bring your checkbook with you as we can only accept cash or checks for any of 
your purchases. 

 

September 21 ~ Annual STOS Auction  
October 19 ~ Dennis D'Alessandro - to be 
announced  

November 16 ~ Cordelia Head, from J & L 
Orchids, miniatures 
December 21 ~ Holiday party 

  
Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

Orchids In The News And On The Web 
 

Plant Profile: Easy-to-grow Vanda a summer beauty  
Sunday, August 31, 2008  ~  Scientific name: Vanda X "Miss Joaquim"   Family: Orchidaceae….  
http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2008/aug/31/plant-profile/ 
 
New orchid hybrids bring color to any household 
In the 1600s, orchids were first used for medicinal purposes, as well as aphrodisiacs when certain 
orchid roots or tubers… 
http://www.yumasun.com/articles/orchid_43824___article.html/bring_color.html 
 

If the links above do not work, please contact the newsletter editor as I have the stories 
backed up. If you have any orchid stories or news, please forward the links to the editor. 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

Pest Bugs on Orchids 
 

At some point, an orchid grower is going to find that there are insect pests on his or her orchids. Here 
is a listing of the most common pests and how to handle them. Unfortunately, most of these pests are 
rather difficult to eradicate once you have them, so good cultural practices which discourage them in 
the first place is the first and best line of defense. 
 
Scale is an insect which generally forms a hard round spot about a millimeter across as an adult. The 
young are mobile and will show up as a white mass generally on the underside of leaves. Adult and young 
will also hide inside sheaths of Cattleyas and in between leaves of any kind of orchid. They are sucking 
insects which will cause yellow spots on the leaves, often the first indication that there is something 
wrong. There is also a soft shelled variety with much the same life cycle, but this is less common than 
the hard-shelled variety.  
 
Once you have it, scale is almost impossible to eliminate. Constant vigilance and a regular spraying 
program will keep it under control. Use a soap-based spray for the white masses of young, this will 
suffocate them. A monthly application of a systemic (something that is absorbed into the plant and will 
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kill any insect that sucks from that plant) is your best bet to control scale.  
 
Mealy Bugs are generally noticed when white cottony sacks are noticed, especially on the undersides 
of leaves. These are the egg sacks which contain 300-600 eggs which will hatch in about 14 days. The 
eggs are almost impossible to kill, but an oil-based spray such as Neem oil will suffocate the insects 
themselves. This must be done on a weekly basis for about a month in order to catch all the insects. 
Again, a systemic will provide longer-term protection by killing any bugs that survive the spraying.  
 
Spider Mites show up as small white dots on the undersides of leaves. Most of the time, the mites 
have moved from the plant by the time damage is noticed. The standard control for these insects is 
soap spray for adults with a follow-up of a systemic product.  
 
With all insects that attack your plants, you will need to very carefully spray every part of the plant 
with soap spray. The soap will not kill any insect that it does not coat – the killing method is 
suffocation so the amount of spray directly on the insect is the important factor. The use of a monthly 
systemic such as Bayer Flower and Garden Insect Spray will greatly reduce the problems you have 
from any of these bugs that suck juices from plants.  
 
"Reprinted with permission from Susan Taylor, Orchids Editor at BellaOnline.com” 
(http://www.bellaonline.com/site/Orchids). 
 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

2008 Membership 
 

This is the last call for 2008 memberships as in October we will start with our 2009 dues. If you do 
not have your dues up-to-date, you will not be eligible to vote for officers for 2009. For your 
convenience there is a copy of the membership form on our website and I will attach one to this 
newsletter also.  

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be 
shared among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming 
meetings, so be sure to sign up if you haven’t already. 
 
Current refreshment’s list includes: 
 

September – Pat Cotter 
October – Open 

November – Open 
December – Holiday Party

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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STOS Auction 

2008 
 

Member Plants Policy 
 
STOS members who want to donate or sell orchid plants in the 2008 Auction are invited to do so. 
All plants must be in good shape and free from pests and diseases. Plants must be registered with 
Pete O’Connell by listing the following information: 
 
Owner Name 
Plant genus and species or given name and clonal name if given 
      -example Phal Summer  Beach ‘Sandy’ 
Any Awards give the clone such as AM/AOS 
Size of the plant and pot 
Any description of the flower you have 
A suggested starting bid 
 
Send the list of plants to poconnel@pall.com, or SouthernTierOrchidSociety@yahoo.com by 
September 7 (two weeks before Auction). If you do not have e-mail access, please call Pete at 607 
423-1202 to let him know you are mailing a list. The list must be received by Monday, September 
8. 
 
The Auction committee will confirm the receipt of your list and reserves the right to limit the 
quantity. 
 
Reimbursement: the member can ask for reimbursement for up to 50% of the proceeds of the sale 
of the plants if desired. The first plant listed will not be subject to reimbursement (first plant 
donated). 
 
The auction committee reserves the right to sell STOS purchased plants first. 
 
Any plant that is not sold due to time restrictions or no bids must be taken back by the owner or 
given away as they see fit. No member plants will be held over for the next month’s silent auction 
to sell remaining purchased plants. 
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SOUTHERN TIER ORCHID SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 
Southern Tier Orchid Society (STOS) annual memberships are $15 per individual or household, and we ask 
you to complete the following form to update our membership and mailing lists for the newsletter. Payments 
are accepted in cash at the meeting or by check or money order, made payable to Southern Tier Orchid 
Society. Please send this form and your payment to:  
     

 Pete O’Connell, STOS Treasurer       or Dee Janis, STOS Newsletter Editor 
 3718 West Road 2 Spurr Avenue 
 Cortland, NY 13045 Binghamton, NY 13903 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NAME: __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 
_____  I AM A NEW MEMBER (PLEASE COMPLETE FORM BELOW). 
   
_____  I AM RENEWING MY MEMBERSHIP AND MY CONTACT INFORMATION IS THE SAME 

AS LAST YEAR’S. 
 
_____  I AM RENEWING MY MEMBERSHIP AND AM UPDATING MY CONTACT 

INFORMATION BELOW. 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
    _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you mind if we release your contact information? _______________________________ 
        (yes       or       no) 

 
I would like to receive the newsletter (please check one):  
 

By mail ___________ 
 

By e-mail ___________ 
 
Please note: This form can also be found on our website (www.storchidsociety.com) 
 
 
Received: ____________________________ 
   Date 
 

By: __________________________________ 
 


