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Please Note: 

To prevent spam for our volunteers listed in the left 
column, we are now eliminating the at and dot symbols 
from our listed email addresses. Please remove the 
extra spaces and insert the correct symbol when you 
email one of us. 
Our newsletters are posted on our website and 
software has been designed for spammers to harvest 
email addresses that are posted on the internet as ours 
are. Thank you for your understanding with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS 
newsletter from members are welcomed. Contributions 
must be submitted by the 25th day of each month to 
the editor.  
 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of 
this newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 
info@storchidsociety.com 

mailto:rrudin@stny.rr.com
http://www.storchidsociety.com/


~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

President’s Message 

If you did not have a chance to attend the 2008 STOS plant auction, you missed out on the 
opportunity of adding many beautiful plants to your collection. As a matter of fact, all of the available 
plants (160+) were sold and they consisted of a combination of awarded paphiopedilum divisions, several 
awarded cattleya mericlones, seedlings, miniatures and species to satisfy any collector’s request. My 
thanks go to the orchid auction team and to the suppliers of excellent plants that contributed to the 
success of this event. 

STOS participated this month in the annual show and exhibition organized by Central New York Orchid 
Society (CNYOS). This was an opportunity to see other display themes selected by private, commercial 
and other orchid societies and I hope you had a chance to attend. Details for this venue were given in 
our previous newsletter. Again, my thanks go to the members of STOS that have provided plants for 
our exhibit, to my wife Paula for heading the set-up of our display and to Ken Lattimore for graciously 
retrieving our plants at the end of the show. 

This month initiates our regular meetings in which we highlight invited speakers. Dennis d’Alessandro, a 
well know orchid collector and discoverer of many orchid species will present a discussion on the new 
paphiopedilums of Viet Nam. As he has demonstrated in the past, his lectures are full of  
recommendations on the culture of many plants and his  willingness to share many anecdotes collected 
along with plants on his many trips around the world. I encourage you to attend our meeting and enjoy 
this presentation. 

As the end of the year approaches, I would like to appoint a committee to nominate candidates for 
office for the year 2009. In addition to the required offices, a membership on the executive board 
will become available. So, if you have an ardent desire to become one of our elected officers, please let 
the chair of the nominating committee know of your intentions. 

In case you need to contact me for any STOS matters, please be aware that Paula and I will be 
enjoying a second spring season after this month’s meeting and before our November meeting. 

See you at our monthly meeting. 
Luis Matienzo, President 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Minutes 

The September 21, 2008 meeting of STOS was called to order by President, Luis Matienzo. The 
Treasurer’s Report was given by Pete O’Connell. 

Anne Tinker and Dee Janis will be working on culling the Membership list to remove those people who 
are not up to date on dues or have not paid dues for the year. The new year will be starting in January. 

Luis discussed the CNYOS show to be held the first weekend in October. We need to have orchids for 
our display. The show will be held at the Baldwinsville Nature Center. More information can be obtained 
on the CNYOS web site (http://www.cnyos.org/). Help will be needed to set up and take down the 
display. The Executive Board has approved reimbursement for members who help set up and take down. 
Gas money will be reimbursed with the proper receipts. Call Luis at (607)754-5702 before the last 
Tuesday of the month, September 30, if you can help with this display. Show hours are Saturday from 
noon to five p.m. and Sunday from ten to four p.m. Ribbon judging will take place in the morning and 
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AOS judging will take place on Friday afternoon. You can call Luis or contact him by e-mail if you can 
help with the display. 

The question was posed to the membership as to whether everyone is getting their newsletter. If not, 
please contact Dee Janis (607)217-5889. 

Luis stressed that this is a volunteer organization and it is important for members to be chairs for 
committees such as refreshment sign-up for each month. Please sign up by calling Luis or Peter to do 
this. 

Our October meeting will be a talk by Dennis D’Alessandro with a topic of “Lady Slipper Orchids from 
Viet Nam”. In November, Cordelia Head, part-owner of J & L Orchids will be discussing “Miniature 
Orchids”. 

Luis discussed an article that appeared in the last newsletter regarding pesticides for orchids. He said 
the article seemed to imply that all pesticides can be used regardless of the setting. If you are using a 
systemic, such as Cygon 2E, etc., these are to be used outside only and not in the house. A systemic 
stays in the tissues of the plants as well as the person who is applying the systemic. You should use 
proper attire when applying a systemic, such as clothing that can be washed, and also face and hand 
protection. Cygon 2E is now banned in New York State. Neem oil is a good pesticide to be used on the 
inside of the home for orchid growers. If you have any questions regarding insecticides, call Luis or 
another experienced grower for answers to your questions. 

Two new members, Bob Houck and Lynn Wiley, were introduced to the present membership. 

Luis also reminded the membership of our library from which books, tapes, etc. can be loaned out for a 
month at a time. 

The meeting was adjourned for the Annual Plant Auction. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Voorhees, Secretary 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Treasurer’s Report 

The reporting period started with a balance of $6,539.88. Income of $135.00 from meeting raffle and 
memberships and expenses of $1,360.09 mostly from September’s Plant Auction and a CD of $2,180.16 
leaves us with a balance of $7,494.95. 
 
Pete O’Connell, Treasurer 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

American Orchid Society Info 

By Melba Butler, Chair, AOS Affiliated Societies Committee 

Orchid Trivia: “Long before the beginning of the Christian era orchids had been popular flowers in the 
Chinese floral kingdom. Many books were written by the ancient Chinese naturalists and poets, 
descriptive of these rare and beautiful flowers and they named the orchid the “Queenly Flower” 
throughout the floral empire of China. 

The year 1938 marked the Centennial of orchid culture in the United States for during the summer of 
1838 the first exotic orchid plants were imported by Mr. John Wright Boott of Boston, 
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Massachusetts, from Messrs. Loddiges of Hackney, near London, through his brother, Mr. James 
Boott, then residing in England. These first orchids were grown in a small greenhouse in the yard of 
Mr. Boott’s house, Bowdoin Square, Boston, the site being later occupied by the Revere House.” Ref.: 
American orchid Society Bulletin, Vol. 17, September, 1948, No. 9; Beginners’ Corner, Synopsis of 
Orchid Culture, p. 531. 

Orchids mean beauty!

Orchids mean beauty to most of us and to some of us, the unusual and bazaar also have appeal. Most of 
us who love orchids also appreciate plants and flowers of all kinds. The grounds of the AOS are proof 
as more and more plants, flowers and orchids have taken root there with plans for more to come. We 
are fortunate to have seen the home of the AOS a couple of times in the past, but photos do recall the 
beauty for us. We had already seen the virtual tour of the gardens at the AOS, but not the 
greenhouse. When wandering around on the AOS Website, a virtual tour of the AOS display 
greenhouse was discovered. 

More touring at the AOS Website: 

The greenhouse tour is made up of some very nice photos of orchids and other plants on display at the 
AOS. You can get there by clicking on this link: http://www.webbuild.net/greenhouse/Home.htm, 
prepared by Alan L. Kaitz, MD, AOS Volunteer, with the assistance of Nick Ewy, Director of Botanical 
Garden and Greenhouses. The tour includes photos of multiple walls and backdrops where wonderful 
plants and materials are displayed. Then the orchids that reside in the greenhouse can be viewed as 
photos by each month of their bloom season. You will enjoy it! 

Previously, the link was given for the virtual tour of the gardens at the AOS, but if you didn’t go there 
then, be sure to try again now because it is really worthwhile. It is located at: 
http://www.webbuild.net/AOSgarden/, also prepared by Alan L. Kaitz, MD, AOS Volunteer, with the 
assistance of Nick Ewy, Director of Botanical Garden and Greenhouses and Pat Jennings, Head 
Gardener. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

STOS Auction A Great Success 

Thanks to all who helped make our Annual Orchid Auction a great success.  There was heated battle 
for several of the plants, especially divisions of awarded Paphs from Klehm and the Masdevallias and 
other small growing species. The feedback from bidders was that they were very pleased with the 
variety and quality of the plants.   

Thanks to Luis who was a great help as usual with the plants, Pat and Pat who kept track of the 
purchases and (for the first time in recorded history) were so accurate that the proceeds actually 
matched the records that they kept through the afternoon!  No small task. And thanks to the 
members of the Auction Committee for the help and guidance. 

We actually netted $500 more than we budgeted by selling $1000 more than last year and than we had 
budgeted.  Thanks to our suppliers; Klehm Growers, Hoosier (now out of business) and H&R.  Also to all 
who donated plants, including Black Meadow, Just Pat, Ken and Colin. 

Thanks to all the bidders. We know you will enjoy these great plants and expect to see many of them 
on the display table at meetings and in shows. 

Pete O’Connell 
Auction Chair 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

STOS 2009 Orchid Show News 

Not one but three volunteers have stepped forward to share the duties of co-chairing the STOS 2009 
Show. Dee Janis, Lin Richards, and Anne Tinker have taken on the task and will each be responsible for 
different aspects of the show. Each of the co-chairs will be getting in touch with folks who have been 
responsible for various duties at the shows for continuing help in putting together the next exciting 
show in April of 2009!   

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

For the Discerning Orchid Reader 

(This material was gathered from a news release from Selby Botanical Gardens) 

Illustrated Dictionary of Orchid Genera 

A must have for orchid lovers 

Peggy Alrich and Wesley Higgins, PhD co-authors of The Marie Selby Botanical Gardens Illustrated 
Dictionary of Orchid Genera are proud to introduce this extraordinary work of 10 years in the making. 

This 512 page full-color dictionary is the most comprehensive collection of orchid genera published to 
date with more than 3,800 names. The dictionary is an invaluable reference that presents the current 
status of orchid taxonomy and the history of generic names, making it an important reference for 
botanists, taxonomists, orchid lovers and horticultural specialists. Easy to read and understand, its 
color-coded, fact-filled pages are complete with color illustrations or line drawings for each genus. 

Each genus description includes the author(s) name and publication name, as well as page number and 
year of publication. Accepted genera include subfamily, tribe, and subtribe placement. The etymologies 
have been carefully researched and greatly expanded from other listings. Each entry lists the genus’ 
type species or lectotype, the number of species credited to the genus, and the species distribution. 
Also included is a brief description of the plants and flowers of the genus. Additionally, the dictionary 
includes an introductory overview of the orchid family by David Benzing, the well-known epiphyte 
ecologist. 

The appendices include a list of the taxonomists along with their birth/death dates and genera 
authored, a listing of the standardized publication abbreviations used in literature, and a listing of 
species illustrations used. 

Supplementary Material: 

• A list of book/periodical abbreviations used in the dictionary 

• A glossary of technical terms used to describe orchids 

• The International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN) rules for naming genera (reprinted with 
permission) 

• A list of illustrations by species name 

• A classification of Orchidaceae that accords with the most recent findings from phylogenetic 
studies 

• An index of taxonomic authorities  

• A list of selected reading on Orchidaceae 
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What are they saying about it? “Just right for the office or the home library.” - Dr. Ken Cameron, 
University of Wisconsin 

“Balances the needs of amateur orchid enthusiasts with those of the professional orchidologist.” - Dr. 
Peter Raven, Missouri Botanical Garden 

The dictionary is now available for purchase at Banyan Treasures and The Garden Shop at Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens. You can also order online at www.selby.org. 

Call (941) 366-571, extension 315 for further information. Marie Selby Botanical Gardens is a 
respected center for research and education as well as a famous orchid showplace. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Orchids In The News And On The Web 

It’s a Corsage Nightmare: An Orchid as Big as a Car 
A rare orchid the size of a Volkswagen Beetle is blooming for the second time ever at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden, a blessed event that has spurred envy among the handful of orchid growers who will 
even try to grow a plant this big. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/19/nyregion/19orchid.html?ref=nyregion 

Orchids: nature's sexy sirens 
It's spring and many of Australia's native orchids, the most diverse, spectacular and cunning group of 
flowering plants, are unfurling their astonishing array of insect lures. Here's how to find them, and 
why you should join their fan club. 
http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2008/09/25/2373397.htm?site=science/scribblygum&topic=latest 

If the links above do not work and you would like to read the story, please contact 
the newsletter editor as the stories have been backed up. If you have any orchid 
stories or news that you’d like to share, please forward the links to the editor. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Next Meeting 
October 19 ~ Dennis D'Alessandro - to be 
announced  

November 16 ~ Cordelia Head, from J & L 
Orchids, miniatures 
December 21 ~ Holiday party 

  
Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Orchid Bark (or miscellany) 

October 4 & 5 – CNYOS Annual Fall Show & Sale, Beaver Lake Nature Center, Baldwinsville.  

October 11 & 12 – Niagara Frontier Orchid Society Show & Sale, Buffalo & Erie County Botanical 
Garden - Information at www.buffalonyorchids.org or 683-7343 

October 11 – All day seminar at Parkside Orchids “Orchids of Southeast Asia”. The day’s orchid 
lectures will be complimented by a feast of Southeast Asian foods. Register on line at 
parksideorchids.com or 610 847 8039 

October 17-19 – AOS Fall Member Meeting, Hotel DuPont Wilmington, Delaware, and Longwood 
Gardens 
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October 17 – 6:30-8:30 PM, Rare Orchid Auction, Hotel DuPont (in conjunction with AOS meeting) 

October 19 – 2:00 – STOS Meeting, Vestal Library 

November 16 – 2:00 – STOS Meeting, Vestal Library 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Refreshment Volunteers 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be shared 
among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming meetings, so be sure 
to sign up if you haven’t already. 

Current refreshments list includes: 

October – Pat Bonamo & Roxanne Shank 
November – Open 

December – Holiday Party

We still need refreshment volunteers for the November meeting. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
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