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Board of Directors 
 
President  
Luis Matienzo  
607-754-5702 
lmatienzo@stny.rr.com  
 
Vice President 
Anne Tinker  
607-797-1383 
atinker@cortlandhospital.org 
 
Treasurer 
Peter O’Connell  
607-423-1202 
pete_o’connell@pall.com  
 
Secretary 
Sharon Voorhees 
607-739-7898 
sassvoor@gmail.com 
 
AOS Representative 
Dave Clemens 
570-879-4244 
cclemens@starband.net  
 
Roxanne Shank – 12/08 
607-786-9409 
roxanne@gentlelake.com 
 
Patricia Bonamo – 12/09 
607-748-5314 
pbonamo@binghamton.edu 
 
Bob Rudin – 12/10 
607-748-6036 
rrudin@stny.rr.com 
 
 
*************** 
 
 
Newsletter  
Dee Janis 
607-217-5889 
deejanis@yahoo.com 
 
 
Show Chair 
  ? ? ? 
Who will be the next? 
 

 
Web Page 
http://www.storchidsociety.com/ 

 August 2008 
 
 

NEXT MEETING 
August 24  1:00 ~ Summer Picnic (see inside) 

September 21  2:00  ~ Vestal Library 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you interested in the September 21 Orchid Auction? 
Do you have any particular type plants that you are 

interested in obtaining? 
Please let Anne Tinker or Dee Janis know what you 

would like us to have available at the auction by 
getting in touch with us. 

We would love to hear from you! 
 
 
 
 

 
Do you have a picture or a information that you 
 would like to submit for newsletter publication? 

 
Please contact the editor to get your information 

published in the next edition of the STOS newsletter. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 
 

Contributions, including pictures, to the STOS newsletter 
from members are welcomed. Contrbutions must be 
submitted by the 25th day of each month to the editor.  
 

If you have difficulties with the electronic format of this 
newsletter, please contact the webmaster at: 
info@storchidsociety.com 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 April and May Minutes 
 In the News! 
 Needed: Refreshment Volunteers 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  

 

President’s Message 
 

Paula and I were sorry to miss the May meeting, but long due family obligations took the priority place this 
time. From the information related to us by some members, the plant repotting and dividing session was a 
success and many of you took home some new plants. I personally thank the members that helped with 
this session. Now with warmer weather, your new acquisitions have a chance to establish and develop. I 
hope to see some of these plants blooming at our future monthly show tables. 
 
As you know, this summer period has been part of our recess and many of us have attended weddings, 
graduations or have had a chance to take a vacation... But now, STOS is getting ready again to reactivate 
its activities with the annual picnic hosted by Anne Tinker and John Quain. The date for this picnic is 
August 24, 2008 and details are provided in this newsletter. This event has become a tradition and you 
may not want to miss it! 
 
This year once again, the Central New York Orchid Society (CNYOS) has invited us to participate at their 
annual show. The dates for this event are October 4 and 5, 2008 at Beaver Lake Nature Center in 
Baldwinsville, NY with set-up on October 3. I am asking for volunteers to collect, set-up and take-down 
our exhibit since we plan to participate. This is an excellent opportunity for you to compete for ribbons and 
AOS awards. As a reminder, STOS will reimburse for gasoline expenses (with proper receipts) those 
members that volunteer to do this work. Please let me know who is interested in doing this assignment. 
The CNYOS display has been a part of our show for many years and this reciprocity between clubs is 
critical to make these shows a success. 
 
I am sure that soon, you will see or receive some information on the annual auction that Pete O’Connell 
and his committee are planning to organize for the month of September. This event will be followed by 
lectures presented by Dennis D’Alessandro and Cordelia Head for the months of October and November, 
respectively. The month of December will bring the elections of the new executive board for the year 2009 
and our traditional Holiday party. I will be seeing you at our future meetings. 
 
Sincerely, 
Luis  

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
 

Minutes for April and May Meetings 
 

The April 20, 2008 meeting of STOS was called to order by President, Luis Matienzo. 
 
Luis asked for help for the show from the members and also hopes for an abundance of plants to be 
entered. 
 
Discussion by Paula Matienzo regarding entry forms for plants which is on the website. Entries are due by 
April 23 at 7 PM electronically. The latest for any entry is Thursday night, April 24 at 7 PM. Exhibits have 
been changed this year to encourage smaller exhibits. Types of exhibits were discussed. Set up for 
exhibits will be at 2PM on Thursday, April 24. Information table helpers are also needed throughout the 
show. An excellent promotional video of Dee Janis talking about our show was viewed. 
 
Dave Clemens said there was room for three more people to attend the judge’s dinner on Friday evening 
so let him know if you wish to attend. 
 
Next meeting(May) will be a potting clinic. 
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A report on the Pittsburgh show to be held May 3 was given by Greta DeRocher. This show will also be 
judged by AOS judges and held in State College, PA. A speaker’s forum will also be held in August by the 
Eastern PA Orcid Society. 
 
An update on the donation to the  North East Society was given by Peter O’Connell. Since this is an 
obligation by all orchid societies in New York State, the expense will be listed as a necessary expense 
instead of a donation in the 2009 budget. 
 
Luis gave a presentation on the forms on the web site as well as therules of the show. Entries can be 
made on the website as well as by a paper entry as long as they are received by the specific registration 
deadlines. Luis also explained how the judging is done and the jobs of the judging teams. He also 
explained the AOS judging which follows the judging of the show itself. Ribbons were also explained and 
the plaques for best in groups were explained. 
 
Treasurer’s report was given by Peter O’Connell. 
 
The rest of the program consisted of a discussion of the rules and regulation of the show. This was 
followed by a presentation of the Wildcatt data base. Peter then went over the show program and the use 
of Orchid Wiz. Bob Rudin discussed ways to make your orchids show ready by washing the leaves, 
discarding dead leaves, ridding plants of obvious bugs, etc.  
 
The meeting ended with the urging for everyone to come help, to enter lots of orchids, to have fun and 
hopefully learn something new. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Voorhees, Secretary 
The May meeting of the Southern Tier Orchid Society was called to order by Anne Tinker, Vice President 
in the absence of the President. 
  
An introduction of new members was held. There were three new members present that had joined at the 
show. The new members were asked what they hoped to gain and what they wanted to see as new 
members. Our club is only as good as its members and we must all let our needs or what we would like to 
see for programs be known to make it work to our advantage. Anne is always open to new program 
ideas. 
 
Thanks were given to everybody who helped with the show: Dee Janis for publicity, Bob Rudin for 
hospitality, Gary Stensland for help with the displays, Peter O’Connell for registration, Paula Matienzo our 
show chairman, LuAnn Myers for computer entry, Lin Richards for meals and Aurelio Catano for 
sandwiches and to anyone else who helped with the show. 
 
Treasurers’s Report was given by Peter O’Connell and we are about 16 members short of budget and we 
gained seven new members from the show when we had budgeted for a gain of 13 from the show.  
 
Programs for the rest of the year were given by Anne. June we have a recess, July is a picnic with a 
place, date and time to be announced, August 23 is the summer party at Anne’s house, September is our 
annual auction, October will be Dennis Alessandro, November will be J & L (Cordelia Head), and 
December is the annual Christmas Party. 
 
The September auction was explained and Peter stated that there would probably be more species and 
less catttleyas than other years. A questionnaire will be in the next newsletter asking what the members 
would like to see in the auction.  
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LuAnn gave a Library report. No books will be lent out over the summer but in September books may be 
requested. 
 
The AOS Representative, Dave Clemens, spoke of the value of becoming an AOS member and the 
benefits of the membership as well as talked about the members only web site.  
 
The show table was explained by those who brought plants.  
 
Refreshments are still needed for the September, October and November. Anyone who can supply 
refreshments for any of these months, please let Luis or Anne Tinker know. 
 
A break for refreshments was followed by the potting clinic and the raffle was held for repotted plants. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sharon Voorhees, Secretary 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
 

Show Table, May 2008 
 

Sorry, we do not have a listing for the orchids that were on the show table. 
 
 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
 

Orchids In The News And On The Web 
 

Wild Orchids In Borneo: Is There Time To Save Thousands Of Species From Extinction? 
Borneo (Kalimantan) is the third largest island in the world. It is rich with a variety of indigenous orchid 
species that grow in the forests. Borneo's rain forests are also home to some extremely rare species of 
orchids, all highly valued for their exotic aromas and aesthetic beauty. It has been estimated that 2500 to 
3000 orchid species grow in the forests of Borneo. 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/07/080717110241.htm 
 
Tongue Orchids' Sexual Guile: Utterly Convincing  
Orchids, gorgeous and elegant, are also some of the most deceitful flowers, having evolved sometimes 
elaborate ruses to lure pollinators.  
In a new study of the most brazen of these botanical cheats, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/15/science/15wasp.html?_r=2&ref=science&oref=slogin&oref=slogin 
 

If the links above do not work please contact the newsletter editor as I have the stories 
backed up and if you have any orchid stories or news, please forward the links to the editor. 

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

August 24  ~ Summer picnic at Anne Tinker's 
house 
September 21 ~ Annual STOS Auction  
October 19 ~ Dennis D'Alessandro - to be 
announced  

November 16 ~ Cordelia Head, from J & L Orchids, 
miniatures 
December 21 ~ Holiday party 
 

Please remember that these are tentative and subject to last minute change. 
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~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
 

Refreshment Volunteers 
 

More than one person may sign up for an individual meeting so that the cost and work can be 
shared among members. Please note that volunteers are still needed for several upcoming 
meetings, so be sure to sign up if you haven’t already. 
 
Current refreshments list includes: 
 
September – Pat Cotter 
October – Open 

November – Open 
December – Holiday Party

 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~  
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Southern Tier Orchid Society 

You are Invited !!!! 
 

WHAT:  Annual Summer Picnic (Rain or Shine) 
  

WHEN: Sunday afternoon, August 24, 2008 from 1:00 
p.m.'till?  
 

WHERE: At the home of ---- Anne Tinker  

                                                                               163 Crary Avenue  
                                                                               Binghamton, New York  
                                                                                                                 13905  
 
NOTE: Map and directions are provided in our website  
 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE: Bring a dish to pass.  

Meat, snacks and beverages will be provided.  
 

ENTERTAINMENT: Large in-ground pool for  

swimming if desired. Children welcome, if supervised.  
 

RSVP BY AUGUST 22 TO: Anne Tinker  
Phone: (607)797-1383 (Leave message on machine) 

 

 
 


